
 D on’t L et the  H olidays D on’t L et the  H olidays
 G o to  W aste … G o to  W aste …

 Red u ce, Reu se, and  Recycle in Carroll Cou nty, 
 M aryland  this H olid ay Season
 N o-W a ste G ift-G iving
 H ere a re a  few  id ea s on how  to ha ve a  w ond erfu l, gift-giving holid a y 
 sea son a nd  still be ea rth friend ly.
 • N ot sure w h at to g et som eon e? H ow  about a g ift certificate? Th at w ay, 
 you k n ow  th e g ift w ill be k ept.

 • M ak e g ifts. Everyon e appreciates a h om e-cook ed  m eal or bak ed  g ood ies.
 • Con sid er n on m aterial g ifts. Tick ets to a sportin g  even t, m ovie, play, or 
 con cert are a real treat! O r m ak e a ch aritable d on ation  in  som eon e’s 
 n am e.

 • W h en  you g o sh oppin g , brin g  your ow n  reusable bag s.
 • Th in k  d urable! Con sid er h ow  lon g  an  item  w ill last before you m ak e a 

 purch ase. O ften , a ch eaper item  w ill w ear out lon g  before its m ore 
 d urable equivalen t.
 • L ook  for item s m ad e w ith  recycled  con ten t.

 W a ste Red u ction w ith  W ra p p ing , 
 P a ck a g ing , G reeting Ca rd s
 • Creative w rappin g  paper substitutes in clud e used  blueprin t paper, 
 th e Sun d ay com ics, or even  th e sports section  for a sports 
 en th usiast. D esig n  your ow n  w rappin g  paper usin g  paper 
 sh oppin g  bag s: d ecorate th em  w ith  pain ts, crayon s, or m ark ers.

 • If you sen d  h olid ay card s, buy recycled -con ten t card s an d  
 en velopes. O r m ak e your ow n  card s out of last year’s card s an d  
 th e w rappin g  paper you saved .

 • M ak e g ift tag s from  last year’s h olid ay card s
 • Sh ippin g  a g ift? Reuse th e foam  pean uts from  an oth er pack ag e, 
 or use un buttered  popcorn  for pack in g .

 N o-W a ste G ift-W ra p p ing
 • W rap th e g ift in  a d raw strin g  bag  an d  use an  in expen sive 
 lug g ag e tag  for th e g ift tag .
 • U se a jew elry box for som e flea m ark et ‘jew els’.
 • For a person  w h o is h an d y, w rap a g ift in  a tool box.
 • A n y k itch en  g ift can  be w rapped  in  a colorful d ish  tow el. 
 K itch en  uten sils can  pop out of an  oven  m itt.

 • Place h om e-bak ed  cook ies in  a reusable tin  box, a k itch en  
 con tain er, or a d ecorated  oatm eal box.

 • For a read er, w rap a book  in  a reusable can vas sh oppin g  
 sack .

 • W rap tools for a g ard en er in  a pock et of an  apron , plan ter, or 
 buck et.

 • H an g  earrin g s, bracelets, or n eck laces rig h t on  th e 
 Ch ristm as tree, or put th em  in sid e or aroun d  an  open  
 orn am en t.

 • Search  th e flea m ark et, g arag e sales, an d  th rift stores for 
 in terestin g  old  boxes th at can  be used  as d ecorative 
 pack ag es.

 • Search  th e attic for old  fam ily ph otos an d  m em en toes an d  
 g ive th em  to your favorite relative w rapped  in  your ch ild ’s 
 artw ork .
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